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As most of us aspiring lawyers wait in eager anticipation for the day we get called to the Bar in Singapore and

thereafter heaving a sigh of relief, saying: “I’ve finally made it through law school etc”, many of us in the

meantime also settle for internship experiences to satisfy our appetite for lawyering. Not wanting to be a black
sheep among the flock, I took on a placement scheme with TS Oon & Bazul (Advocates & Solicitors), Singapore

over a course of 2 months.

The Firm

A relatively young start-up, TS Oon & Bazul was started by, as
the name suggests, Mr. Oon Thian Seng and Mr. Bazul Ashhab
on 15 May 2002. About 4 years later, it has grown to an
international firm with 5 partners, an office in the heart of
Singapore’s financial district and an associate office in Kuala
Lumpur. Given the particular expertise of Mr Oon in
international trade and Mr Ashhab in shipping law, it was not
surprising that the firm started off as a boutique law firm,
focusing on the provision of advice to shipping and banking

clients,

Being able to offer specialist advice in their respective areas
and at the same time, keeping the costs of legal fees at a low
rate, TS Oon & Bazul has managed to successfully establish a
place for itself in the market. The quality work and economic
cost of the firm has proven to be a rather attractive proposition

to clients.

The Work

The firm has rapidly expanded its work presently to include
high end civil commercial litigation, arbitration, insolvency,
banking, aviation and marine insurance. Despite this
diversification, TS Oon & Bazul keeps a strong foothold in

shipping work without losing sight of its roots.

Today, TS Oon & Bazul has a leading Malaysian practice in
marine insurance and are instructed by major hull underwriters.
They are also one of the few firms in Singapore to have a
marine insurance & reinsurance practice. Some of the world’s
most significant cases they have worked on include Selendang

Ayu (the grounding of a vessel in Alaska) and Limburg
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(terrorist hijacking of a vessel in Yemen). The firm was also
instructed on a US$37m dispute against an African National
Airline which was successfully resolved after initiating
proceedings in all major jurisdictions. Presently, the firm is also
handling a US$150m oil pipeline dispute insurance claim.
Other major clients of the firm would include major banks,
underwriters, ship owners and major commodity trading

(import/export) firms.

It was certainly an exciting time for me as I was allowed to
actively participate in many of the clients — solicitors meeting,
trial preparation, seminar preparation and drafting of legal
advice and technical affidavits. Apart from that, the shipping
work provided me a chance to go onboard a container vessel in
Malaysia for the investigation of an accident. All these certainly
made me feel as a part of the firm and a valued member of the

team.

“I was allowed to actively participate in many

of the clients — solicitors meeting, trial
preparation, seminar preparation and drafting

of legal advice and technical affidavits.”

Atmosphere of the Firm

TS Oon & Bazul is a firm that is both ambitious and
progressive, approaching interns and pupils with a view of
training them so that they can be at the cutting edge of the legal
practice. Undertaking very high level work in which opponents
are often big international firms, there is certainly no place for
work which is at an unacceptable standard. However, given the
relatively lean size of the firm, all the lawyers, interns, pupils

and other support staff work very closely with one another and






